
Welcome to The East Village Hotel

Affectionately nicknamed ‘The EVH’ by our locals we are proudly ‘pokie free’ and the only 
remaining hotel in East Balmain.

Constructed as the Commercial Hotel in 1875 by Frederick Leach we were one of eight 
pubs originally servicing the East Balmain peninsula.

Beginning life as a pub, greengrocer and bakery (one stop shop you might say!) The EVH 
survived the tough times for pubs from the 1890’s to 1920’s when many pubs in the 

Inner West closed due to reduced trading hours and stringent licensing requirements. 

In the 1930’s Toohey’s took over the lease and ultimately freehold of The Commercial 
Hotel. After over 130 years trading as The Commercial Hotel our pub was reopened 

briefly as The Belgian Beer Cafe in 2008. 

In 2011 the venue was renovated and renamed The East Village Hotel! 
We continue to proudly honour our historically significant past.  Just like Mr Leach and 
all the publicans after him we work hard on the daily to be of service to you, our locals 

and our community and simply ‘Do Local Great’.

We hope you enjoy your visit...
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* Poured with the Coravin Wine Preservation System


